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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 30590 19.3 5 30 64.2 97.6
2 36 18.2 6.7 30 60.6 0.1
3 263 20 4.8 30 66.8 0.8
4 1 10 30 33.3 0
5 393 16.7 5.2 30 55.8 1.3
6 30428 11.9 3.6 20 59.3 97
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION A

1. Of Mice and Men

 Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).

 You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on part (b) or 
part (c).

 (a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

  What do you think of the way Curley’s wife speaks and behaves here? Give reasons for 
what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the 
extract. [10]

 Either,

 (b) What do you think of Crooks?

  Write about:

 •	 his job on the ranch;
 •	 the way he speaks and behaves with Lennie;
 •	 the way he speaks and behaves with other characters;
 •	 anything else you think important. [20]

 Or,

 (c) ‘Dreams do the characters more harm than good in Of Mice and Men.’ Write about some 
of the dreams the characters have and whether you think these dreams do more harm 
than good. [20]
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‘Any you boys seen Curley?’
They swung their heads toward the door. Looking in was Curley’s wife. Her face was heavily made 

up. Her lips were slightly parted. She breathed strongly, as though she had been running.
‘Curley ain’t been here,’ Candy said sourly.
She stood still in the doorway, smiling a little at them, rubbing the nails of one hand with the thumb 

and forefinger of the other. And her eyes traveled from one face to another. ‘They left all the weak 
ones here,’ she said finally. ‘Think I don’t know where they all went? Even Curley. I know where they 
all went.’

Lennie watched her, fascinated; but Candy and Crooks were scowling down away from her eyes. 
Candy said, ‘Then if you know, why you want to ast us where Curley is at?’

She regarded them amusedly. ‘Funny thing,’ she said. ‘If I catch any one man, and he’s alone, I get 
along fine with him. But just let two of the guys get together an’ you won’t talk. Jus’ nothing but mad.’ 
She dropped her fingers and put her hands on her hips. ‘You’re all scared of each other, that’s what. 
Ever’ one of you’s scared the rest is goin’ to get something on you.’

After a pause Crooks said, ‘Maybe you better go along to your own house now. We don’t want no 
trouble.’

‘Well, I ain’t giving you no trouble. Think I don’t like to talk to somebody ever’ once in a while? Think 
I like to stick in that house alla time?’

Candy laid the stump of his wrist on his knee and rubbed it gently with his hand. He said accusingly, 
‘You gotta husban’. You got no call foolin’ aroun’ with other guys, causin’ trouble.’

The girl flared up. ‘Sure I gotta husban’. You all seen him. Swell guy, ain’t he? Spends all his time 
sayin’ what he’s gonna do to guys he don’t like, and he don’t like nobody. Think I’m gonna stay in that 
two-by-four house and listen how Curley’s gonna lead with his left twice, and then bring in the ol’ right 
cross? “One-two,” he says. “Jus’ the ol’ one-two an’ he’ll go down.” ’ She paused and her face lost its 
sullenness and grew interested. ‘Say – what happened to Curley’s han’?’

There was an embarrassed silence. Candy stole a look at Lennie. Then he coughed. ‘Why … 
Curley … he got his han’ caught in a machine, ma’am. Bust his han’.’

She watched for a moment, and then she laughed. ‘Baloney! What you think you’re sellin’ me? 
Curley started som’pin’ he didn’ finish. Caught in a machine – baloney! Why, he ain’t give nobody the 
good ol’ one-two since he got his han’ bust. Who bust him?’

Candy repeated sullenly, ‘Got it caught in a machine.’
‘Awright,’ she said contemptuously. ‘Awright, cover ’im up if ya wanta. Whatta I care? You bindle 

bums think you’re so damn good. Whatta ya think I am, a kid? I tell ya I could of went with shows. 
Not jus’ one, neither. An’ a guy tol’ me he could put me in pitchers …’ She was breathless with 
indignation. ‘– Sat’iday night. Ever’body out doin’ som’pin’. Ever’body! An’ what am I doin’? Standin’ 
here talkin’ to a bunch of bindle stiffs – a nigger an’ a dum-dum and a lousy ol’ sheep – an’ likin’ it 
because they ain’t nobody else.’
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Sticky Note
Some emerging discussion, sensible ideas  but not always clearly linked with detailed supporting references. Some selection, although could be more wide-ranging.Mark = 6

Sticky Note
Sensible point.

Sticky Note
Aware of loneliness/boredom although doesn't support the idea with selected references from the extract.

Sticky Note
Aware of some of the motivations of the character.

Sticky Note
Valid idea.







Sticky Note
Discussion the character's past and what it shows about his aspirations.

Sticky Note
Specific event referred to in support of a thoughtful idea about the character.

Sticky Note
Consequences of segregation on Crooks' personality.

Sticky Note
Some focused reference to contextual factors.

Sticky Note
Focused on Crooks and key aspects of Steinbeck's use of the character.



Sticky Note
Engaged response, focused and thoughtful ideas.  Some discussion of contextual factors and how they affect Crooks' life and personality.  17 marks

Sticky Note
Some insightful, focused commentary here.

Sticky Note
Clear understanding of the impact of contextual factors on Crooks' life.  Apt and specific references to the text.
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5. Chanda’s Secrets

 Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).

 You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on part (b) or 
part (c).

 (a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

  What are your thoughts and feelings as you read the extract? Choose words and phrases 
you find effective in creating these thoughts and feelings, and explain why you find them 
effective.

 [10]

 Either,

 (b) What do you think of Jonah?

  Write about:

 •	 his relationship with Chanda’s mother;
 •	 his relationship with Chanda;
 •	 the way he speaks and behaves at different points in the novel;
 •	 anything else you think important. [20]

 Or,

 (c) ‘Chanda’s Secrets is the story of one girl’s struggle to help the people she loves.’ Write 
about some of the people Chanda struggles to help and what she does for them.

 [20]
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Mrs Gulubane lowers the lamp flame. Shadows dart up and down the walls. She takes an old shoe 
polish tin from her basket. Inside is a small quantity of greenish brown powder. She chants a prayer 
and rubs the powder between her fingers, sprinkling it into the pot of water. Then, stirring the water 
with the whisk brush, she dances about the room flicking a light spray into the corners, and over and 
under the windows and doorways.

I’m not sure what Mama is thinking, but Soly and Iris are frightened. ‘It’s all right,’ I whisper. ‘It’s just 
a show.’ Mrs Gulubane stops in her tracks, tilts her ear towards us, and growls at the air. Soly buries 
his head in my waist.

Mrs Gulubane returns to the mat. She pulls a length of red skipping rope from her basket, folds it 
in two, and begins to whip herself. Strange noises rattle up her throat. Spittle flies from her lips. Her 
eyes roll into her head. ‘HI-E-YA!’ She throws back her arms, stiffens, and slumps forward in a heap.

A moment of silence. Then she sits up slowly and reaches for the bones. They’re flat and worn, 
sliced from the ribs of a large animal. Mrs Gulubane takes three in each hand. Chanting, she claps 
them together three times and lets them fall. She peers at the pattern they make. Something upsets 
her. She puts two of the bones aside. More chanting as she claps the remaining four and lets them 
fall. Her forehead knots tighter. She sets a second pair of bones aside and picks up the remaining 
two. A final chant. She claps them together. One breaks into three pieces in her hand. The fragments 
fall on the mat. She studies them closely, muttering heavily and shaking her head.

She looks up. Under the lamplight, Mrs Gulubane’s face contorts into the face of an old man. 
Her voice changes, too. It’s low and guttural. She swallows air and belches words. ‘An evil wind is 
blowing from the north. There is a village. I see the letter “T”.’

A pause. ‘Tiro,’ Mama says. Her voice is tired, resigned.
‘Yes, Tiro. It is Tiro. Someone in Tiro wishes you harm.’
‘Only one?’ asks Mama. I look over. Is there mockery in her voice?
Mrs Gulubane glares. ‘No. More than one,’ she says. ‘But one above all others.’ She moves the 

bones around, cocks her head, and makes a deep whupping sound. ‘I see a crow. It hops on one 
claw.’

Mrs Tafa’s breath seizes. ‘Lilian’s sister has a clubfoot,’ she whispers from the corner.
Mrs Gulubane claps her hands in triumph. ‘The bones are never wrong. This sister of yours,’ she 

says to Mama, ‘she has visited your home?’
‘She came for the burial of my child,’ Mama replies. ‘And when I buried my late husband.’
‘Death. She has come for death,’ Mrs Gulubane growls. ‘And to steal for her spells.’
‘Lizbet?’ Mrs Tafa gasps.
Mrs Gulubane nods darkly. ‘When she has left, what things have been missing?’
‘Nothing,’ Mama says.
‘Nothing you remember. But maybe an old kerchief? An old hankie?’
‘I don’t know.’
‘The evil one is clever!’ Mrs Gulubane exclaims. ‘Each time she has come, she has taken a hankie, 

a kerchief, something so old it hasn’t been missed. And she has snipped a braid of your hair – oh yes, 
each time a single braid – while you lay sleeping. With these she has bewitched you. She has put a 
spell on your womb. Even as we speak, the demon is coiled in your belly.’
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Sticky Note
Aware of some ideas behind the character's actions.

Sticky Note
Beginning to select and comment on deail.

Sticky Note
Some emerging discussion of Mrs Gulubane's behaviour.

Sticky Note
Engaging with the content.

Sticky Note
Beginning to select and speculate.

Sticky Note
Sensible response.  Describes content accurately.



Sticky Note
Some discussion and selection of detail.  Misses the reactions of other characters but some general understanding of the significance of the incident.  7 marks
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SECTION A 


 
Q.1 Of Mice and Men 
 
 (a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 


What do you think of the way Curley’s wife speaks and behaves here? Give 
reasons for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words 
and phrases from the extract. [10] 
 
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 
 
1 mark  Very brief, with hardly any relevant detail or focus on Curley’s wife. 
 
2-4 marks  Brief responses, with simple and often general, unsupported 


comments about Curley’s wife, such as her bitterness. 
 
5-7 marks More focus and selection of relevant detail, such as Curley’s wife’s 


bitterness about her husband, with some discussion of what she says 
and how for 6-7. 


 
8-10 marks Clear and detailed discussion of Curley’s wife, with apt reference to 


key areas such as her attempts to flirt with the men, her bitter 
appraisal of them all as ‘the weak ones’ and her sarcastic description 
of Curley’s behaviour. 


 
 
 (b) What do you think of Crooks?  
 
  Write about: 


 his job on the ranch; 


 the way he speaks and behaves with Lennie; 


 the way he speaks and behaves with other characters; 


 anything else you think important. [20] 
  
 0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 
  
 1-4 marks Very brief, often simple narrative, lacking in relevance to the 


question. 
  
 5-9 marks Brief, with possibly insecure knowledge of characters and events.  


Very simple awareness of Crooks and his status as the only black 
man on the ranch. 


  
 10-14 marks Emerging discussion, with some knowledge of Crooks’s character 


and some of his relationships with others.  There may be a little 
discussion of his isolation and loneliness and of the way he conveys 
this in his conversation with Lennie or his reaction to Curley’s wife’s 
threat. 


  
  15-20 marks Sound knowledge of the text shown with some straightforward 


discussion of Crooks.  For example, some reference may be made to 
Crooks’s reactions to others’ prejudice in his conversation with 
Lennie, his briefly articulated sense of hope in joining the others on 
the dream farm, and to the influence of contextual factors such as the 
prevailing racism of the times.  


   


  Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
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Q.5 Chanda’s Secrets 


(a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 


What are your thoughts and feelings as you read this extract? Choose words 
and phrases you find effective in creating these thoughts and feelings, and 
explain why you find them effective. [10] 


0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 mark Very brief, with hardly any relevant detail. Some general comments 
on the content of the extract. 


2-4 marks  Answers will be simple and general with limited grasp of detail. 
 Some awareness of the rather frightening incident may be shown.


5-7 marks At this level expect emerging selection of detail, such as the way Mrs 
Gulubane moves and speaks.  Candidates make some apt 
references to other characters’ reactions to her.  For 5-7, more 
secure discussion and a range of references to the appearance and 
behaviour of Mrs Gulubane. 


8-10 marks Answers will be more detailed, and supported by apt references to 
the text.  Discussion of Mama’s weary resignation or the uneasiness 
created by Mrs Gulubane’s insights into her situation may be 
addressed, as well as the sense of threat in the extract. 
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